





Why is there a BVID assessment on my
property tax bill each year?

The short answer is for the
construction of the Virginia Ranch
Dam (that created Collins Lake)
and its associated facilities as well
as its care and up keep.

The long answer is a little more
complicated. In September 1960,
BVID voters authorized the Bureau
of Reclamation loan for
construction of Virginia Ranch Dam
and approved a tax for the
repayment of the loan and
operation of the dam and irrigation
system. The interest free USBR
loan was for $4,839,371. The dam
was completed and put into service
in 1963. The project also included
the building associated facilities,
various infrastructure
improvements, the pump line
canal, diversion, and a pump
station. This was similar to way
other dams had been financed

including Shasta Dam to the North.

Through Bureau of Reclamation
Program the cost of the dam
construction was very inexpensive
for the voters of the district. The
assessment was originally 20 cents
per $100 of assessed land value

only (not including improvements
or structures). 18 years ago the
board worked to pay off and
refinance a portion of that bond
which lowered land owners
assessment to 10 cents per $100
of assessed land value.

“These funds are
very important to
the operation and
maintenance of
the facility at
Collins Lake and
help insure that
our water supply
will be available
for years to come.”
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Flo, how did the Yuba River get
its name?

What a great question! The answer
is both historical and interesting. In
the early years when Mexican settlers
came to the area they camped along
the river. During this time there were
grapes growing in various locations
along the river banks. The word for
grapes in Spanish is uvas. With some
passage of time the word uva
morphed into Yuba by other settlers
to the region and thus gave the name
to the river famous for the grapes
along its banks. Later of course, Yuba
County and Yuba City were named
after the river.

Flo, if you had a Top Ten list
what would it be?
Water conservation tips of course...
here we go.
10. If you don't need it turn it off

9. Water storage tanks

8. Rain water barrels under drain pipes

7. Use a broom

6. If water puddles on your grass or
plants and is not absorbed
immediately you are over-watering.

5. Use sprinklers for large areas of
grass. Water small patches by hand
to avoid waste.

4. Rather than following a set watering
schedule, check for soil moisture
two to three inches below the surface
before watering.

3. Teach your children how to turn
off the water.

2. Check your sprinklers for leaks.

1. Plant a cactus garden!

Have a question for Ask Flo?
Write your question on a piece of
paper and mail it to:

BVID

Attn: Ask Flo

PO Box 6

Browns Valley, CA 95918
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